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Bio: Tristan was born in Madison, WI, in 1976 and grew up in the small town of Black Earth. He graduated 
from the University of Wisconsin at Platteville in 1998 with a B.S. in chemistry. The same year he began 
graduate studies at UC-Berkeley as one of Dave MacMillan’s first students. In 2000, Tristan moved with the 
MacMillan group to Caltech where he earned his Ph.D. for the development and application of novel Claisen 
rearrangements. In 2004, he began postdoctoral studies with Sam Danishefsky at the Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center in New York. At Sloan-Kettering he completed a total synthesis of UCS1025A, a 
putative telomerase inhibitor. In 2006, Tristan accepted a faculty position in the Department of Chemistry at 
Columbia University. In 2011 he was promoted to Associate Professor and in 2016 to Full Professor. In 
January 2018, he moved to the Department of Chemistry and Chemical Biology at Cornell University. His 
research group focuses on the study of intriguing chemical building blocks such as aromatic ions and their 
application to problems in the areas of catalysis, reaction design, and polymers. 
 
 
Abstract: This lecture will describe some recent developments in the area of electrophotocatalysis, with a 
particular focus on a trisaminocyclopropenium (TAC) ion catalyst developed by our group. 
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